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January 6, 1987

Mr. Richard E. Blubaugh
Regulatory Affairs Manager
At1as Minerals
743 Hori.zon Drive, St. 150
Grand Junction, Colorado gI506

Dear Mr. Blubaugh:

Re: 19g6 Annu?I-BePorts, Mine Inspections, and Continued Suspension
dTrOFEraTrons.

The Division has waived the 1986 AnnuaI Report requirements forthe following permitted AtIas operations:

Probe Mine ACT/01 5/OLL
Snow Mine ACf /OL5/OL7
Four Corners Mine ACT/015/OL4
M oab Uranium l"l i11 ACT / OL9 /OO3
Cactus Rat Mine ACT/OI9/OA9
Patti Ann Mine ACT/O37/OO3
Standard /11 Mine - ACT/Ot7/OO5
Rim Columbus Mine ACT /O37 /006
Radium King Mine ACf/Oi7/OO7
Locust Spider Mine ACT /O37 /OOB
t{indfall Mine ACT /O37 /OLg,/
Standard /12 M ine ACT /O77 / OLI
Pandora Mine ACT /O37 /OLz
Louise 14ine ACf /O37/OIj
Dunn t"f ine ACf / O77 /OL7
Far l{est Mine ACT/O37/OI9
Calliham & Sage Mine ACT/Oj7/OZ3
Happy Jack Mine ACT/O77/O24
Ivy Mine ACT /Oi7 /O34
Velvet l"line ACT /O77 /O4O
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A11 we require at this time is a letter from you stating whatmining and reclamation activities (if any) occurred during f9g;.
The permitting staff is planning a spring L9B7 inspection of

!t_,e five operations that have an asterisk next [o them. We wouldlike to have Atlas representatives accompany them if possible.
Prease contact Frank Filas of my staff as to the possibirity ofarranging a joint inspection.
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Normon n. Bongerier. 6cvernor
Dee C. Honsen. Execuiive Director

Dionne R. Nielson, Ph.D.. Di.,rrsion Directcr
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rt has arso come to our attention that the temporarysuspension of operations that were-g""nt"o to Atrasfs mj.ne siteshave elapsed' The Division cannot !rant a continJeo-suspension ofoperations to these mines in th;i; irJ."nt stat".--con.equentry, wepropose the following recLamation 
"ho-interim stauiiization measuresfor Atlas's nineteen"p-iritt"o mine sites:

1' Recramation accordi-ng to the approved reclamation plan ofthose mines that Atl5s ueiieves are unrikely to beeconomicalJ-y viable in the future.
2' rnterim stabilization of the-remaining mine sites. Thisstabir-ization wir1. priT3rily consist 6r regraoing and- se?gi.lg of the waste piles inO yard areas. Thebuildings, portals, .[;Ft;,-and roads would not bereclaimed, but wouid be r<eit in a well maintainedcondition. 0nce interim i["oirit"ti;; ii-perrormed themine site wilr be granted a continued suipension ofoperations.

we realize that mine recramation is expensive ano that theseare not the best of economic ti-mes i.n the uranium industry.Therefore we propose that these r""Jurur ou implemented gradually ata rate of fou:^t1!9:.qgr vgll besinnins-in tne'iiri or Le87. Atlaswilr choose the speciric i,inu siles whEre work is to be performed.Each year after this work is performed the Division-wirr prepareupdated permit maps and ."du"u the rectimation bond accordingly.
-Please let me know as to what course of action you wish topursue' The amount and timing of in"-recramation .no stabilizationwork is negotiable. trre wiir. iork ',iin-you in every way that wecan. Thank you for your iisistance i; iesorving this matter.

Sincerely,

-/*. gt4;
LowelI Braxton /
Administrator
lulineral Resource Development
And Reclamation proqram
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